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NEW YORK CITY BENCHMARKING LOCAL LAW 84/09 
GUIDE FOR BUILDING OWNERS, PROPERTY MANAGERS,  

SUPERINTENDENTS, AND BUILDING SERVICE PERSONNEL 
 

 
1. REVIEW THE LAW  

 
The latest information on New York City Local Law 84/09 and the city’s new energy efficiency 
legislation is available on the city’s Greener, Greater Buildings Plan website: www.nyc.gov/ggbp 
 
Local Law 84/09 requires that total building energy use in a single calendar year is entered into 
the EPA’s online benchmarking tool. The final regulations of the law are expected to be issued 
in early 2011.  
 

2. COLLECT INFORMATION 
  

a. Per EPA benchmarking guidelines, billing data must cover the entire calendar year and 
include electrical, gas, fuel oil or steam, and water consumption.  
 

b. Aggregate (total building) energy information broken down by type (gas or electric) and 
service class (common area, residential, commercial, etc.) can be obtained from Con 
Edison for $102.50 per building.  

 
www.nyc.gov/html/planyc2030/downloads/pdf/aggregated_consumption_data_ 
from_coned.pdf 
 
The account information associated with the common area meter is provided to Con 
Edison, which uses this data to obtain the summary usage of all other meters in the 
building. Con Ed will provide a spreadsheet summary of meters in the building. 
 
National grid is expected to provide the same information for its gas customers. 
 
Water meter usage will be uploaded by the EPA for buildings with automatic meters. 
Buildings without automatic meters do not have to input the information at this time. 
 

c. Building owners must collect information from non-residential tenants using the form on 
the Greener, Greater Buildings Plan website: 

 
www.nyc.gov/html/planyc2030/downloads/pdf/benchmarking_tenant_data_ 
collection.pdf 
 
Non-residential tenant forms should be sent out by January 31 and returned for the 
building’s records by February 15, 2011.   
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d. The square footage of the building must be verified either by onsite measurements or 
buildings plans. The square footage listed on the Department of Finance Assessment 
and on the website below may be taken as a general guide:  
 
www.nyc.gov/html/planyc2030/downloads/pdf/benchmarking_covered_buildings.pdf 
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3. SET UP ACCOUNT FOR BENCHMARKING 

 
a. Visit EPA Portfolio Manager Benchmarking site: www.energystar.gov/istar/pmpam  

 
b. Create login and ID. The login can be used for the entire portfolio of buildings 

 
c. Use options to add building and define building information. 

 
 

d. Define type of property, hit continue, and complete the general information on the 
subsequent webpage. 
 

 
 

e. Proceed to Facility Summary Page, which lists General Information, Facility Performance 
Summary, Space Use, Energy Meters, Water Meters (Optional Entry), Renewable Energy 
Certificates. 
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4. ENTERING ENERGY USAGE INFORMATION 

 
a. Define Spaces (Commercial Area, Residential Area, Offices, Garages, Stores, Etc.) 
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b. Define Meters for Spaces 

 

 
 

  i. 12-month period covering entire calendar year must be specified. 
 

ii. Because fuel oil is not delivered every month, the period between deliveries 
should be used for determining the time entries.  E.g. 1,000 gallons from 
January 1 to January 15, 1,200 gallons from January 15 to January 22, etc. 
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5. GENERATE ENERGY REPORT 

 
a. Visit the building summary page (page with meters and energy use summary for 

particular building). 
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b. Select the appropriate period on the following webpage along with report contents 

(Statement of Energy Performance, Data Checklist and Facility Summary). 
 

 
 

c. Save PDF file that is generated and submit to link to be provided on Plan NYC website.  
Web link may also require custom report to be completed within EPA portfolio manager. 
 

d. Save confirmation e-mail from Energy Star after submittal of report, as well as all 
information entered into tool and assumptions made for 3 years. 
 

Training: 
Benchmark training programs are available. Visit the Greener, Greater Buildings Plan website for 
more information: www.nyc.gov/ggbp 
 
Note: Benchmarking services can also be obtained from a professional firm, such as RAND 
Engineering & Architecture, PC (www.randpc.com). 
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